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A Day in the Field

The Boone Watershed Partnership, Inc.  coordinated a field trip of Sinking Creek 
ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘΩǎ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻƴ .ǳŦŦŀƭƻ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƎƻŜǎ 
underground in Carter County and even where it discharges into the Watauga River.  
Sinking Creek  is an impaired water with a Total Maximum Daily Load for Fecal 
Coliforms.

The purpose of the trip was to familiarize, or in some cases re-familiarize folks with 
ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŜƪΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴΦ  

PhD candidate Ingrid Luffman led the trip and noted various sites where monitoring 
had taken place. 

The participants gained knowledge about the watershed and the trip was helpful for 
kicking off the Sinking Creek Restoration Project, which began in October 2008, with 
funds from an EPA 319 grant, administered through the Tennessee Department of 
Agriculture.



Field Trip Participants
Shown from left to right: Sarah Ketron, Kathy Landy, Gary Barrigar, Ingrid 
Luffman, Bob Fondry, Connie Deegan, Matt Dake, and  Ron Siegfired.  A 
representative from the City of Johnson City also attended, but does not 
appear in the photo.


